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Focus on the HGCC Foundation

Eva Rothwell Centre
The Larry Paikin Literary Express is taking children in Hamilton’s
Keith neighbourhood on an adventure that will lead many to
Mohawk College, McMaster University and other schools in
years to come.
The railcar that is the Larry Paikin Literacy Express pulled into
the former Robert Land School on Wentworth Street North in
the summer of 2013. Since its official opening in October 2014,
the train car that was converted into a library has been a
centre-piece of renewal for the community.
Don MacVicar, who founded the Eva Rothwell Centre in
December 2006, when the centre took possession of the former
school, reached out to Larry Paikin, the President of Ennis-Paikin
Steel and an early supporter of the centre, to find him a railcar
so they could make the library into a unique destination when
children would think it’s cool to come and learn and be part of.
Since transforming a former Algoma Central train car, that
was found in Port Colborne, into the library at a cost of about
$250,000, hundreds of youth have literally had their lives
changed by learning to read and getting the additional help
needed to be successful and confident in school and in life.
The car even has a first-class section for silent reading!
“When we are born into this world some of us are more fortunate than others. It’s through no fault of their own that these
children are growing up in one of the poorest neighbourhoods
in Canada, but it is certainly our opportunity to help them break
this cycle to give them a chance to become healthy, happy and
productive individuals,” says Jeff Paikin, who recommended the
Eva Rothwell Centre for funding by the HGCC Foundation.

Jeff, Larry and Steve Paikin at the Express’ grand opening.

In 2015 and 2016, the HGCC Foundation donated $30,000
annually to cover the cost of operating the 80-foot, Larry Paikin
Literacy Express – buying new books, keeping the heat and
hydro on and paying other bills. This year is the last year
that the Eva Rothwell Centre is eligible for funding from the
foundation. Charities that work with the foundation work
through a three-year cycle and then a spot is opened for a
different community charity. It’s expected that the foundation
will make a grant like the previous ones at the end of this year,
once fundraising activities are finished. The looming question
that remains is; What business, group or individual will step up
to the train, so to speak, and make a commitment to keep it
chugging along?

“Don MacVicar is one of the finest men you will ever meet.
He does this out of the goodness of his heart, helping kids that
need a helping hand,” says Paikin, President and co-founder
of New Horizon Development Group and a member at HGCC
since 2008.

With the help of the Paikins, the Eva Rothwell Centre has
developed its own charity event. “Dinner with a Hero” will be
held for the third time this fall and funds raised at the
celebrity dinner that has featured the likes of former NHLers;
Darryl Sittler, Johnny Bower, Paul Henderson, Steve Staois
and Dave Andreychuk.

“It really has been a privilege for my father and our family to
be part of this amazing story. Learning to read changes children
forever and opens doors they could never dream about and
today many of them are starting to dream.”

The Eva Rothwell Centre officially opened in December 2006
when it took possession of the former Robert Land School.
For 90 years, the elementary school had been the heart and
hub of the neighbourhood.
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When the school closed in 2004, a team of proud North End
neighbours and concerned citizens rallied together. They
shared a common goal of buying the school, transforming it
into a much-needed community centre and reopening Robert
Land’s doors to the entire neighbourhood. At the time 43% of
its residents were living in poverty, 37% had never finished high
school and the drop-out rate of 17% was nearly three times
higher than anywhere else in the city.
Today, the Eva Rothwell Centre is home to an ever-growing
number of programs and services that are helping to improve
the quality of life and enhance the social well-being for the Keith
Neighbourhood — home of some of the city’s best kids. There’s
a full-time staff of just three people and a core of 25 volunteers
who somehow make it all work at the end of the day.
Beyond the Larry Paikin Literacy Express, the centre offers
programs for members of the community of all ages. It runs a
weekday breakfast program for about 35 children, a job training
program through a clothing room that is visited by 450 people
monthly and food pantry serving 50 families monthly, which
prepares people to work in a retail of grocery store environment. There is a café and afternoon drop-in classes where 60
to 75 children are introduced to; music, art, physical activity in
the gym and of course the railcar that has been turned into a
library.
“There is no other place like it in the city,” says Executive
Director, Matt Kelly, who has worked at the centre for nearly a
decade. “There is nothing like it under one roof. You really need
to experience it, to truly understand the positive impact
its having on the community and the people who depend on it.
We need more of these centers in the city.”

